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the recent shortcomings in the leadership of the 6th
Corps. It was not infallibility but faithfulness that
Napoleon looked for in his lieutenants. Besides, con-
ditions pointed to a speedy and successful decision being
arrived at in Spain.
With the odds heavy against him Moore began his
famous retreat to Corunna. The French, with Soult in
the van and Ney following a good second, drove him
seaward on a north-westering line of mountain passes,
precipice, and table-land that extended through Castile
and Leon, on to Astorga, with the ice and snow drifts of
a chronic winter impeding every mile of the way. So
dense were the snowstorms that a fall of a few minutes
was sufficient to block the passes, while fierce gales sweep-
ing the mountains carried many a horse and rider off the
slopes. However, apart from sending his cavalry for-
ward to help Soult against an obstinate rear-guard Ney
had no fighting during the chase, which ended so far as
he was concerned at Astorga on January znd, \vhen he
came up with Napoleon.
Austria was rumbling again and the Emperor was
needed in Paris. And as there was no likelihood of the
British retreat hardening, Ney's corps was detached to
Lugo, with the object of putting down rebellion in the
province of Galicia. It was during one of his marches
about this time that he fell in with a stray band of women,
whom Moore's men, in that age of camp-followers, had
been compelled to abandon before retreating. In keeping
with his personal record, which, even for a tough soldier,
was practically free of blemish, Ney busied himself to
find a refuge for these women, and naturally applied at
a convent. But the moment the nuns looked over their
suggested charges they smelt heresy, and declined to
admit them.
'Very well/ said Ney. CI appreciate your scruples,
and will send you instead a company of grenadiers whose
Catholicity can be vouched for/ Needless to say the
good nuns plumped for the heretics.
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